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1. CONTRAST THE FIRST EDITION (1857) WITH A RECENT EDI-
TION (CONTENT): Students can find the Texas Almanac 1857 (the Almanac’s first edition) on
the Texas Almanac Archive: http://www.texasalmanac.com/archive

Have them begin by looking through the Table of Contents
(page 3 in Archive edition and also in this

lesson) and take note of the material in-

cluded. Compare the 1857 version to the

Contents of any print or online edition

from the last decade.

Choose three differences between the
1857 edition and the recent

edition and, based solely on

the table of contents and your
knowledge of Texas his-

tory, explain why these

changes may have been

made over the past 150

years.

NOTE: The length and
depth required for this activ-
ity will be determined by the

teacher as appropriate for Sixty-seven editions of the Texas Almanac have been published

the students’ age and since 1857. Most can be accessed at the Almanac Archive.

skill level.

2. CONTRAST THE FIRST EDITION (1857) WITH A RECENT EDITION (WHAT’S FIRST?):
Look at the first section of the 1857 edition entitled “Months, Chronology, and Gardening.”
Scan through the pages of this section and take note of what kind of information is presented
there. Then look at any edition from the past decade. What is the first section of that edition?

Using your knowledge of Texas history and other resources (your textbook, the “Brief Sketch
of Texas History” section of a recent Texas Almanac, etc.) explain why you think the original
edition led off with “Months, Chronology, and Gardening” and contrast why a recent Almanac
leads off with its first topic. What is the purpose behind this? What does that tell you about the
purpose of the publication itself and how usage may have changed over the years?

NOTE: The length and depth required for this activity will be determined by the teacher as
appropriate for the students’ age and skill level.
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3.

SPECIAL LESSON 12 - Texas Almanac Archive

CENSUS STATISTICS: Using the Texas Almanac Archive,
students will go through the census data and other informa-
tion given for the county in which you live, going as far back
as your county can be found in the Almanac.

Create a chart or graph detailing population statistics as best
you can with the given information and considering the gaps
between some editions. Keep in mind that census data is only
taken every 10 years, so your information should reflect the
same as much as possible.

Include with your chart an explanation of some of the chang-
es in the way information is provided and possible reasons
why: i.e., reporting demographic information in percentages,
rather than exact numbers.

OTHER DATA THROUGH TIME (OBJECTIVE): Using the
Texas Almanac Archive, choose a topic that can be objectively
measured, such as production of a specific crop. Look at the
same crop at decade intervals (as much as possible) and chart
how production of that crop has changed.

Describe what factors may have influenced changes in the
statistics, such as inflation or drought, and include an expla-
nation of how those and other factors may have had an effect.
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At left, a patent medicine ad from the Texas Almanac 1904; at right, an
electric utility ad from the Texas Almanac 1941-1942.
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Ready for
Emergency, .

ANYTIME!

Most of your hundreds of fellow
citizens whose combined efforts
supply your electric service work
every day under conditions similar
o war.

Mobilized for swift expansion of
service to you as well as for main.
tenance of adequate service under
all conditions, your electric service
peeple continually apply all their
cience, skill and effort to make
your cheap electric service always
available.

TEXAS ELECTRIC SERVICE COMPANY
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